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Educational role of Peale"s museum and the formation of visual education under
Republicanism
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The museum which Charles Willson Pleale opened in Philadelphia in 1786 was the
first public museum in the United States. Unlike preceding Kunstkammer, its display was quite
education-oriented by adopting Linneaean taxionomy to show the world orders and systems. This idea itself
is the fruit of Enlighentment thought in the 18th century, as well as Republican educational philosophy
during the founding era. On the other hand, this display was the counterevidence to American degeneracy
hypothesis that was led by Buffon and expanded through the continent. Peale®s display inteded to
visualize and indicate American citizens that their land has rich flora and fauna and even prehistoric
life like Mastodon used to wander around, so it has never been degenerated. Furthermore, Thomas Jefferson
played a key role to Peale"s museum by taking the chair of its board and exchanging ideas over the museum
based on his Republicanism and Deism, which 1s again deeply connected to Enlighenment thoughts.
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