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It has been said sometimes that Japanese is not suitable for a logically
articulate expression of a thought. Among the reasons that have been cited for claiming this are (1) the
absence of mass/count distinction, (2) the absence of a systematic distinction between singular and
plural, (3) the absence of grammatical indices for definite/indefinite distinction. One purpose of this
study is to show that such a claim is based on a too narrow conception of "logic" which has been standard
since 1930"s. According to this conception, the basic form of predication is singular and all plural and
mass predications should be reduced to singular ones. The recent development of plural logic has made
such a conception obsolete. In this study of Japanese semantics, | have adopted plural logic as a
metalanguage and tried to give a unified account of Japanese noun phrases. | believe that this study has
shown the falsity of a claim of "illogicality"” of Japanese.
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