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Why does the utai bon, the notation of noh chanting, carry gomaten, the neum-like
signs on chant texts?

Fujita, Takanori
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The traditional notations of Noh chanting have neum-like signs attached at the
side of song texts. They are named gomaten or fushi. Researchers have tried to read pitches and durations
from those signs for reconstructing melodies. But most of those researches were not fully successful. It
is not such signs but rather verbal signs added to the gomaten signs that give singers more precise
information on pitches and durations. Nevertheless, the gomaten signs are indispensable for the notation
as well as singing practice of noh. It is because the gomaten shows the number of syllables and melismas
to singers. It is necessary for singers to know the number of syllables because the rhythmic deliver% of
noh songs is based on the alternation of numbers of syllables in each phrase. In learning process, the
visual shapes of gomaten are sometimes illustrated or imitated by hand gestures while singing. The
gomaten signs function as devices for turning song melodies into body gesture.
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