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This research project explores body politics in late nineteenth-century England
by focusing works written by female doctors and authors who entered into male-dominated domains. It
examines their novels and manuals on health management and sexual morality, and analyses the contemporary
debate between feminism and anti-feminism. The writing of the time indicates a strong sense of duty as
guardians of women’ s bodies, along with concerns for the degeneration of the race, stemming from
oppression of women’ s reproductive functions at the turn of the century. While the writings by female
doctors and authors sought to demonstrate the significance of women’ s physical-self-determination, they
also contributed to the recreation of maternal myths and re-emphasised sexual morality. This set of
debates in social and imaginative discourse posed an intricate question concerning the redefinition of
womanhood, around which national and imperial political conflict revolved.
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