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In this research, I have been working on the process of cultural translation in
Vietnamese American culture. My main targets have been the 1.5 and 2nd generations of Vietnamese
Americans--the 1.5 generation means the immigrants born in Vietnam who moved at a young age to the U.S.
where they were educated, while the 2nd generation refers to those born and educated in the U.S.
The immigrant culture that these young generations have created has not only contributed to buildin% and
developing local Vietnamese American communities but also affecting and influencing the formation o
mainstream American culture. 1 would argue that Vietnamese American culture is an example of hybrid
culture, or the process of cultural translation, where people with different cultural backgrounds connect
two or more distinct cultures, rather than that of a melting pot where new comers make every possible
effort to get adjusted to another community and another culture.
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