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The subject of this study is two-fold: a new interpretation of Homer"s Odyssey
and reception in succeeding generations. The findings were published as a whole book about the theme. In
addition they were put together into some papers and delivered in oral presentations and issued in
periodicals.In the part of interpretation of the epic, the main bridge linking the first half of the epic
and the latter one is supposed to be the order of "oikos®™ the home. The receﬁtion study of the poem
ranges from tragedy poets and authors during the second sophists age, through romans in the middle ages
and Petrarch and Boccaccio, to James Joyce and Derek Walcott.



2012

19

20

20

2012

23

465-466

The aims of the

research were twofold. One of them was
to investigate a new interpretation of
Homeric Odyssey, and the other was to
explore the trace of reception of the epic
ever since ancient Greek literature till
today. As for the former, first of all it was
scrutinized exactly how the first half of
the poem and the latter half were
connected. A consistent connection
between them should be accounted for in
order to read the epic as a whole. What is
focused on in particular in the process of
making a consistent interpretation of the
Odyssey is its latter half, which depicted
the protagonist’s behaviors. There are a
lot of passages that are seemingly
difficult to explain rationally. The
research introduces a perspective of the
household, or “oikos” in Greek. What is
necessary 1s to succeed in reading the
three relationships, putting Odysseus in
the center, between husband and wife,
father and son, master and servants.
The results of the study were already
published in 2012 as a book with the title
of Homer’s Odyssey: a Song of a Hero
leaving behind “War”. After that a
presentation was made in 2013 on the
Odyssey at an annual conference of The
Classical Society of Japan., and then in
2014 at Osaka University. Both of the
presentations were later organized into
articles, which were published the year
after.
As for reception studies, little progress
has been made, to be honest, since the
book mentioned above was published in
2012. But the subject is dealt with in
lectures held at some universities
including Wakayama Medical University.
In the course of a lecture some pictures of
paintings and sculptures are used in
addition to talking about literary
receptions. That 1s why artistic
receptions of the Homeric poem,
including such monsters as Cyclops and
Sirens, are now making a way to
fulfillment.
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