©
2012 2014

Synesthetic Sound Iconicity

Auracher, Jan

3,100,000

Dominant

In this research it was investigated whether associations between phonemes and
emotional states can be predicted on the basis of articulatory-acoustic properties of these phonemes. The
research applied the Implicit-Association-Test (Greenwald et al, 1998), a speeded categorization paradigm
specifically suited to detect implicit associations between stimuli of different sensory modalities.
Participants were asked to categorize pseudo-words, consisting of specific combinations of phonemes, and
pictures, depicting emotional body postures by pressing either a left or a right button. It was predicted
that participants perform the task faster and with less mistakes when stimuli that are associated across
sensory modalities (i.e., acoustic and visual) are allocated to the same response behavior (left or right
button). Results of these experiments suggest that there is an implicit tendency to associate specific
acoustic characteristics of phonemes with emotional states.
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(Lindauer 1990; Poffenberger & Barrows 1924).
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