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Influence of Contextual Information on Sentence Processing
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This study investigated the influence of contextual information in the text
preceding a complex noun phrase involving ambiguous relative-clause attachments (a relative clause+ NPa
no NPb) in Japanese. A corpus studK revealed several tﬁpes of relationships between the antecedents and
their corresponding referents in the preceding text. The results for offline experiments indicated
contextual influence on relative-clause attachments. The first-pass duration obtained in eye-tracking
experiments showed the overall facilitation effect of context but it did not indicate any significant
interaction between the contextual conditions and attachment biases or did not indicate any contextual
influence on the attachment decision at the early stage of processing. The experiments were also
conducted in L1 and L2 English. Although the results for L1 English were similar to those for the
Japanese experiments, those for L2 English indicated the contextual influence from the early stage of

processing.
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