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A study of syntactic operations by parallel probing

Tomizawa, Naoto
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allege/assure

The mechanism of feature transmission from C/v* to T/V, which was originally
proposed to restrict the range of elements that would motivate syntactic operations such as movement only
to those elements that head phases (namely, C and v*), gives rise to a mixture of A-movement and
A" -movement, which is dubbed here as “ parallel probing.” Parallel probing is argued to be operative in
the sub-classification of clausal types, the account of exceptional Case-marking phenomenon observed in
the infinitival complement of allege/assure verbs, the explanation of the distributional property of
adverbial expressions within deverbal nominal phrases, and the account of the distributional difference
between sentential subjects and expletive it. The argument lends support to the generality of the
mechanism of feature transmission.
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[a] Peter was wagered [t to be crazyl
[b] *Who is believed [(that) t is honest].
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[c] his transformation into a werewolf
rapidly
[d] ??his metamorphosis into a werewolf
rapidly
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[e] They hoped CP/*DP

[f] *CP/*DP was hoped.

[g] It was hoped CP/*DP.

[h] They expressed DP/*CP.
[i] DP/CP was expressed.

[] It was expressed *DP/*CP.
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[k] Criticism of himself is hard for David to
accept.
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[h] Peter was wagered to be crazy.
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[i] Julie admitted [that the bartender was
happyl
[j1 *Julie admitted [if the bartender was
happy]
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[o] his transformation into a werewolf

rapidly
[p] ??his metamorphosis into a werewolf
rapidly
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[q] Kim’s explanation of the problem to the
tenants thoroughly

[r] ?his explanation of the problem
thoroughly to the tenants

[s] *Mary’s explanation thoroughly of the
problem to the tenants
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[v] Most baseball fans hope that the Giants
would win the World Series.
[v'] *That the Giants would win the World
Series was hoped by most baseball fans.
[v’] It was hoped that the Giants would
win the World Series.
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[y'] CP C <GP, pro> was expressed <CPB

pro>
[y”] That these nouns behave differently is

expressed by this formulation of the rule.

[z] it T
<CP, it>
[z] [e] was expressed <CP, it>

[z] It was expressed <CP, it>
[z”] *It was expressed (by this formulation f

the rule) that these nouns behave
differently
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