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This study has explored apparent exceptional syntactic behavior of various
phenomena, including echo-questions, D-linked expressions, -no nominative of Kumamoto Japanese, rightward
movement and language acquisition of infants, in light of recent proposals of the Minimalist Program in
the generative grammar and explicated the role of * phase’ as the interface structure with the
discourse. It has verified how features involved in topic, focus, specificity and meta guestion/negation
are reflected in syntactic structures and play a part in the mechanism of syntactic derivations.

topic/focus



Rizzi (1997) cP

topic, focus

Rizzi

(2002, 2004, 2006) Haegeman (2000, 2006,
2012) Maeda (2010)

Endo (2007)
CP
(Chomsky 2000, 2001,
2005, 2007,2008)

Q) (metalinguistic
negation) (Horn (1985, 1989))

) (D-linking)
(Pesetsky (1987))

®3)

(Culicover (1976))

(echo question)

CP

CP DP

1)

)

CP

focus

DP, nP

focus

CP

1)

)

Topic Focus

vVP DP nP
®3)

(4)

CP

CP

DP

topic,

TP VP DP

CP



CP

1)

(i)
cP

(i) [Q/NEG: [cp [p...XPi...]I]

(2) CP

Gi) [ep [re...]... ]
(3) (@

TP
topic/focus
Miyagawa (2010)
Chomsky (2007, 2008)
C T

topic/focus topic/focus
TP

4)

DP

(which NP)
()

bp CP

(iii) a. CP layer ...
Force...(Topic)...(Focus)...Fin IP

b. DP layer
Reference...(Specificity)...(F...)
nP

DP edge
SpecificityP
nP
(
)
(5)
edge
edge

multiple Spell-Out

(6)

CPp



16
Nishioka, Nobuaki, “On the Positions of
Nominative Subject in Japanese:
Evidence from Kumamoto Dialect,”
Proceedings of the 10th Workshop on
Altaic Formal Linguistics (WAFL),
to appear .

2015 pp. 83-94.

31
7
2015 pp.43-51.
[op [indefinite-DP’s] [p [NP]]]

24 2015
pp.47-59.

2014

2014 , pp.49-55.

23

2014 pp.67-80.
Miyagawa, Shigeru, Hedde Zeijlstra
and Nobuaki Nishioka, “Negative
Dependencies in Japanese,” Proceed-
ings of the 8t Workshop on Altaic
Formal Linguistics (WAFL)
2013, pp.231-244.

2013
2013 , pp.176-188.
2013
2013
pp.336-348.
wh
2013 ,

, 2013
pp.107-120.

12
2014
2014 12 20

DP
67
2014 10 26

Nishioka, Nobuaki, “On the Scope of
Negation in Japanese: Evidence from
Kumamoto Dialect,” GLOW in Asia X,
May 24, 2014, National Tsing Hua
University

Nishioka, Nobuaki, “On the Positions
of Nominative Subject in Japanese:
Evidence from Kumamoto Dialect,”
Workshop on Altaic Formal Linguistics
10, May 204, 2014, MIT (Cambridge,
MA, USA)

Nishioka, Nobuaki, “On Echo Questions

and Split CP” Annual Spring
Conference of ELSOK (English
Linguistics Society of Korea), April 26,
2014, Hankuk University of Foreign
Studies, (Seoul, South Korea)

66 , 2013
0 26
D wh
66 , 2013 10
26
66 ,2013 10
2
66

, 2013 10 26



»
NISHIOKA, Nobuaki

80198431

2
MASUTOMI, Kazuhiro

90452795
(TANAKA, Hiroyoshi
40565751

DANSAKO, Masahiko

50581534



