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This study notes chronological changes in the language use of one bilingual
child: From a quantitative point of view, her use of English increased and her use of Japanese decreased,
and from a qualitative point of view, her comprehension of Japanese grammar (case particles) did not
advance. While these results were not surprising, an unexpected phenomenon was observed in the mother s
language use: despite her strenuous attempt to use only Japanese in mother-child conversation sessions,
her use of English increased along with the child’ s and, complementarily, her sole use of Japanese
decreased, both at a statistically significant level.

What this suggests is that the stagnation/retreat of the child’ s subordinate language is the circular
result of parent-child interactive dynamics, with the stagnation/retreat of the child’ s subordinate
language causing the decrease of the parental use of that language, which in turn exacerbates the retreat
of the child’ s subordinate language.
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