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Mapping Difficult English Sound Items onto CEFR, TOEIC, and other Achievement Tests
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Many English language learners in Japan often listen only to clear, concise
sounds. They are unable to hear natural faster sounds. Listening involves a wide range of skills. Each
discrete word only ?Ia s a small part_in the overall comprehension mechanism. In this research, various
parameters such as linking, assimilation, reduction, and deletion, etc. were tagged on a listening
system, where the various sound difficulties are presented in various combinations. Each parameter was
then pieced out separately to see which contributes more prominently in the listening process. Language
learners were asked to dictate sentences on the system, which feeds learners items randomlﬁ. Results
indicate proper nouns, number of total words, deletion, assimilation, and linking make it hard to hear
casual faster English, in that order. Test items are being mapped against the CEFR (Common European
Framework of Reference) and other proficiency tests, based on the accuracy rates for each item.
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