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This study explores pragmatic features and development of Japanese learners of
English through both synchronic and diachronic data. The analysis of synchronic data has revealed that
Japanese learners have difficulty in using appropriate politeness depending on the situation. On the
other hand, the comparison of diachronic data collected from Japanese study-abroad students and
stay-in-Japan students has revealed that even one-semester study-abroad experience has positive effects
on learners’ pragmatic development. However, the effects on the development of pragmatic routines were

limited, while pragmatic transfer from L1 decreased after study abroad.
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Can 1
Could you

I { m/am} wondering if

{Do/Would} you mind

2)

No thank you/thanks

I’ m good/fine

Thank you/Thanks though

I’ m/was saving (this seat)

Noun is not [really] my thing

not [really] into Noun

{nnt}make it
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Thank you

Thank you so much

Thank you for

Thank you so much for

I really appreciate

I’ 11 pay you back

You didn’ t have to

That {" d/would} be + Adj.
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1 Pragmatic routines
JE production Fisher Exact NE
Expressions Pre Post Test (df) Production
Canl 53% (17)  [63% (20) [-196.(1) 44% (16)
Could you 4% (7) 56% (9) |24 41% (11)
{Do/Would} you mind 0 0 28% (10)
| 'm/was wondering if 0 0 33% (8)
Mo thank youfthanks 38% (18) |31% (15) 668 (1) 57% (31)
I'm good/fine 0 0 33% (6)
Thank you thaugh 0 19% (3) 226(1) 28% (5)
| 'm/was saving {this seat} |o 0 44% (8)
Noun is not my thing 0 0 50% (9)
I'm not [really] into Noun | 0 33% (6)
I'm [precty] busy 0 0 28% (5)
{not} make it 0 0 56% (10)
2 Pragmatic routines
JE production Fisher NE
= Exact Test |Production
Expressions Pre Post  |(df
Thank.you 4% (14 | 22%7) | 10001 | 383 (14
Thank you so much 10% (8) | 44% (35) .000 (1) 43% (39)
Thank you for 56% (9) | 50%(8) | 1000 (1) | 33% (6)
Thank you so much for | 7% (1) 0 1.000 (1) | 56% (10)
| really appreciate 6% (2) | 25%(8) | 096 (1) | 42%(I5)
I'll pay you back 0 0 39% (7)
You didn't have to 0 0 39% (7)
That {'diwould} be +adj 0 0 39% (7)
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r=7.06 (p<.01)
3 Pragmatic routines
Pragmatic routines Input & | Pragmatic routines Input &
output output
Can | 387 {not} make it 293
Could you 387 Thank you 4
{Do/Would} you mind 28 Thank you so much 393
| 'm/was wondering if 213 Thank you for 3.75
No thank you 377 Thank you so much for 275
I'm good/fine 26 | really appreciate 3.67
Thank yeu though 329 I'll pay you back 2.06
I'm saving Noun 177 You didn't have to 1.73
MNoun is not [really] my thing | 1.5 That {'d/would} be great 313
I'm not [really] into Noun 1.43
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