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Teaching English in English: Teacher training and support for English teachers to
adapt their teaching for the change
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The new government guidelines of English education issued in 2008 states that
English classes at senior high schools, in principal, should be conducted in English. Many English
teachers showed hesitation and worries. This research aimed to investigate what problems English teachers
foresaw with this change and what kind of teacher training and support should be provided to help those
English teachers to adapt their teaching for the new guidelines. Some successful examples of other Asian
countries which were ahead in teaching English in English, were collected to suggest better preparation
programs for Japanese teachers. Those suggestions were also based on the interviews to Japanese English
teachers and the discussion at a series of teacher training seminars, where English teachers shared their
problems in teaching English in English and exchanged ideas to find solutions for the problems.
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