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Homeopathic laymen movement and popular medical manuals in modern Germany
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The influence of contemporary discoveries in scientific medicine can be discerned
in homeopathic literature. The analysis of various diseases in subsequent editions of the long-form home
treatment guide, The Manual of Homeopathic Theory and Practice, were clearly revised to reflect advances
in scientific medical knowledge. Homeopathic prescriptions for these same diseases, however, remained
unchanged.

In othgr words, popular homeopathic medical “ manuals” were, to some degree, subject to the influence of
both scientific medical research and greater social trends. Although the conceptions of the body and
illness that lie at the core of homeopathy were, at the most basic level, irreconcilable with
contemporary medical theories, homeopathic handbooks for home-use such as the Manual, accepted and
included those theories as a means of analyzing the causes and development of disease.
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