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This research aimed at developing a new insight to East Asian Neolithic society
from the scope of subsistence-related aspects, particularly the exploitation of wild plant food. It has
recently revealed that wild food resources were significant all over Neolithic East Asia even after the
introduction of agriculture, so we studied the subsistence culture based on "storage® and "processing”
techniques, as they can commonly be discussed for pre- and post-agriculture society. Archaeobotany and
ethnoarchaeology were set as the major research discipline. Firstly, we reconstructed transformation and
local diversity of Jomon society in North Tohoku region, mainly based on analyses of botanical remains
supported by artefacts analyses. This kind of botany-based analyses is quite a new attempt in Japanese
archaeology. Secondly, we collected ethnographic information on traditional plant storage and processing
techniques in China, where such ethnographic studies have not been previously developed.
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