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From the mid-1970s, the Conservative one-party dominant regimes in Japan, France
and Italy began to rapidly diverge in response to the financial crisis due to the Oil Crisis, as a result
of the contrasting power relations between the senior civil servants and the governing parties. In
France, the bureaucracy used their remaining power to switch to the strategies of marketization of public
money allocation patterns, so that the governing parties began to see their local bases decay. In
contrast, the Italian Christian Democrats dared to swell the loan volume of public financial
institutions, and endured the serious crises by incorﬁorating the Communists into their clientelist
system. In Japan, the structural compromise between the bureaucracy and the LDP worked out the financial
arrangements that allowed local clientelist electoral machines to survive, while tightening the
bureaucratic control over the local finances. All this resulted in the ever-rationalizing LDP"s governing
system.
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