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Results of this research indicate that during televised political interviews in
Japan (1) members of the national Diet (including members of the coalition and opposition camps, and
members of the Cabinet) tend to equivocate more often than non-politicians in the replies they provide to
questions; (2) Politicians tend to provide less explicit and less clear replies when they are asked in
particular regarding controversial issues, most notably the economy and nuclear power-related questions;
(3) Politicians who have higher level of responsibility in the administration (i.e., vice ministers,
ministers, and prime ministers) tend to equivocate more often and in regard to a larger number of issues
than any other group of politicians or non-politicians. The attitude toward equivocation in replying to
interview questions is thus related not only to the issue politicians (and non-politicians) are asked
about, but also to their position and level of responsibility within the political system.
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