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Thanks to our international research collaboration, we have confirmed that energy
has close relationship with the technology available at each time. Coal facilitated Japan’ s
international trade and industrialization after Japan®s opening. It was realized in the 19th century,
when electricity was introduced into our life, that electric power would become significantly important
in modernization and industrialization. Private enterprises began to supply electric power in Japan.
Petroleum has been an important import item for Japan since it became fuel for transportation. Japan’ s
oil policy depends on international relations, international environment, and the business strategy of
oil-exporting companies. Thanks to the policy of “ Atoms for Peace” , atomic power was introduced into
electric power generation, and now China is constructing an increasing number of atomic power plants. The
energy trend in the rest of the world should be considered in making energy policy for Japan.
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