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Japanese and Korean car-makers® expansion to China-Focusing on Tierl, Tier2
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This research focuses on the overseas expansion of the Japanese and Korean
automobile and automotive parts industry, especially concerning the issues for Tier 1 and Tier 2
suppliers.As companies from both countries are concentrated in the Beijing-Tianjin area, Guangzhou, and
Shanghai this investigation concentrated on these areas. However, as the exchange rate of the Japanese
Yen shifted heavily at the middle of our investigation in 2013, this significant factor must be kept in
mind. We visited Hyundai’ s Namyang technology research center in Hwaseong City and its China technical
research center in Yantai, Shandong as well as Toyota’ headquarters and R& Center in Changshu, parts
suppliers located in the Changwon Industrial Zone in Korea, repeatedly investigated automotive component
companies from Kitakyushu and Tohoku area, researched on the ASEAN automotive parts industry, visited the
plant of Nissan-Dongfeng in Dalian, and analysed the function of Tier 1 and Tier 2 suppliers.
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