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Empirical Study on Contemporary Japanese Family based on the Historical
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We explored family and kin relationships from the perspective of the ie, aiming
to advance the theory on the transformation of the ie itself. In order to deepen the knowledge on family
and kin relationships, we gathered, analyzed, and interpreted the data on families in their childrearing
phase. The results of this study revealed that there is a continuity between the ie and contemporary
families, reflected in different experiences of the local population and the non-local population in a
suburb of Nagoya City Moreover, the traditional ideology of “ the family successor” is preserved in the
value system of the “ locals” even if they do not support the other norms related to the ie. Thus, the
results of this study underlined that it is necessary to introduce the perspective of the ie into the
research on families in order to reach a more comprehensive understanding of their contemporary forms.
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