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Generativity and Intimacy in relation to Parental Status
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The purpose of this study is to confirm the hypothesis that mid-life adults will
have a generative concern and exhibit a generative behavior regardless of parental status. Two surveys
were conducted: an interviewing with Hansen' Disease sufferers who have not been allowed to have a child
and a web-based questionnaire targeting mid-life adults. The results are as follows: 1) While non-parents
as well as parents have a generative concern and exhibit a generative behavior, their contents differ
depending on the presence of a child. 2) In relation to intimacy, unmarried adults as well as married
adults have a generative concern and exhibit a generative behavior, suggesting that intimacy might not
reflect only marital status. Married adults’ generative concern and generative behavior differ in
content according to the gender and the degree of marital intimacy.
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