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Maternal input as predictors of children®s early language development
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The present study clarified the beneficial maternal input for children’ s
language development from three points; maternal speech acts, maternal gestures, and maternal verbal
imitation. The effective maternal input varied according to the age of the children. First follow-in
descriptions at 12 and 14 months, follow-in command and backchannels at 14 months were positively
correlated with children’ s expressive vocabularies at 2 years old. Second follow-in presentation gesture
predicted children’ s expressive vocabularies at 2 years old. These results showed the joint attention
between child and mother at the beginning of single utterances will have beneficial effects on subsequent
vocabulary development. Third predictive maternal verbal imitation for children’ s lexical development at
33 months was repetition of interjections at 24 months. Mother’ s imitative expansion for particles
and/or suffixes at 21 months promoted grammatical development at 33 months.
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