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In order to address the issue of whether Japanese kana and kanji words are
read differently, | attempted to examine 1) whether automatic phonological activation arises for
kana and kanji words, 2) whether different semantic activation routes are used for kana and kanji
words, and 3) whether the nature of phonological-orthographic (P-0) relationships is different for
kana and kanji words. The results suggested that, for both kana and kanji words, 1) automatic
phonological activation arises early 1n processing and 2) semantic activation arises directly from
orthography when the orthographic forms are familiar, whereas semantic activation arises via
phonology when the orthographic forms are unfamiliar. When the P-O relationships and the effect of
P-0 consistency were examined, however, the difference did emerge for kana versus kanji words.
These results indicate that P-0 consistency must be taken into account when considering the
processing difference for kana and kanji words.
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