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International comparison and fact-finding study of the fused , the integrated
learning of the elementary school lower grades period
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This study was intended to clarify the actual situation in the lower grades of
elementary school through interviews at schools and educational institutions in China, Australia, Russia,
the United States, and Japan for an international comparison of the learning domain in fused / integrated
classes before differentiation into specific subjects. Generally the real class was teacher-centered, and
the children were participating but with limited autonomy. Teachers did not make use of lower grades and
development properties of the childhood period, and the awareness concerning allowing children to
participate in curriculum construction is low. In addition, it became clear that common elements such as,
recognition of national and local identity, the ability of learning how to learn including the
acquisition of the literacy, autonomy limited by indirect teaching materials, and the utilization of ICT
have increasingly become focal points.
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