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Study toward evolutionary formulation of vertebrate embryogenesis
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While vertebrates showed amazing morphological variations through evolution, they
kept their basic anatomical features (or body plan) strictly conserved. The reason for this body plan
conservation is still unclear. Our study tackled this problem by collecting and analyzing gene expression
data for two frog species, and found that vertebrate body plan establishing stage is the stage of highest
conservation. Although we could not clarify the exact mechanisms for the conservation, we have obtained
inspiring hints to this problem.
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