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Mycobacterium avium subsp. hominissuis Mah

Mah

Mycobacteriosis of pigs caused by Mycobacterium avium subsp. by hominissuis (Mah)
is an infectious disease which forms the granulomatous lesions similar to tuberculosis in visceral
organs. So far only discovery by the naked eye of veterinarians in slaughterhouses has become a decisive
diagnosis and such infectious organs have been discarded. Therefore, it appears to be necessary to
develop a new diagnostic method. We has been looking for the cytokines which were induced by Mah
infection. Qualitative or quantitative assay of these cytokines seems to be useful for diagnosis of
porcine mycobacterial infection. We found several cytokines as candidates. Types and amounts of cytokines
produced varied with the time of Mah infection and progress of the disease. We are currently being
developed for diagnosis of infectious conditions utilizing the difference in the inducing pattern of

these cytokines in the infected pigs.
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