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Defensive mechanism of interferon-regulatory factors (IRFs) via trypsinogens
against virus infection.
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We have shown the expressions of enterokinase in many human cells other than
duodenal cells where it activates trypsinogens secreted from the pancreas. In addition, some types of
trypsinogens are reported to exist in many cells as well as pancreatic cells. Our data indicated that the
enterokinase significantly enhanced the influenza A virus infection by activating the trypsinogens. The
enterokinase-mediated activation of trypsinogens could be a target for the development of new anti-viral
reagents against influenza A virus.
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