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Sogi@é factors associated with the regional characteristics of the life lost due to
suicide
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In the present study we measured the amount of life lost due to suicides in
Japan to investigate regional difference in increasing trends of suicide mortality in young people in
connection with socioeconomic factors. Life lost measured with the YPLL (years of potential lie lost)
consistently increased though the suicide rate was almost constant at a high level. Comparison with
pattern of changes in life lost due to suicide among 47 prefectures revealed the difference between
prefectures with metropolitan areas and local prefectures. The patterns were also different between
genders. Results of the ecological studies revealed that socioeconomic factors, especiall¥ unemployment
and non-regular employment rates seemed to be contributed to the increasing rate of life lost by suicide
among young men in local prefectures. Other medical factors, for example, schizophrenia also seemed to be
related to the high rates in life lost by suicide in young people in Japan.
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