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Role of hepatoma-derived growth factor in the tumor angiogenesis and the growth of
the hepatocellular carcinoma
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In the present study, we showed the possibility that IFN treatment amplifies the
antitumor effects of sorafenib for hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). Down-regulation of HDGF shows
antitumor effects for HCC through the inhibition of cancer cell proliferation and angiogenesis. We also
found that VEGF treatment did not induce HDGF expression, while HDGF induced VEGF expression. These
findings revealed new roles of HDGF in HCC growth and angiogenesis, and should contribute to the
development of a new therapy for HCC by inhibiting the HDGF function.
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