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Novel therapeutic targets of gastrointestinal stromal tumors

Kikuchi, Hirotoshi
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Gstrointestinal stromal tumors (GIST) can be treated with tyrosine kinase
inhibitors (TKIs) such as imatinib, however; it is difficult to cure them with TKIls alone. In the present
study, we have identified characteristics of cancer stem cell-like populations in GIST using cDNA
macroarray analyses. In addition, we sought to address mechanisms underlying the clinically malignant

phenotype of intestinal GIST and found that expression levels of SLIT2 protein were lower in intestinal
GIST compared with gastric GIST. These results suggest that there remain important mechanisms underlying

GIST malignant transformation that can be novel molecular markers as well as therapeutic targets of GIST.
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