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Elucidation of regulatory mechanism of estrogen in epithelial ovarian cancer
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Human ovarian surface epithelium (OSE) is thought to be the origin of most of
human ovarian carcinomas. Recent evidence suggests that normal ovarian epithelial stem cells exist in OSE
in some mouse models. Here we show that the established immortalized OSE cell lines and the transformed
tumorigenic OSE cell lines contain epithelial stem-like cells. Furthermore, RT-PCR analysis demonstrated
that these stem-like cell population express various stem cell-related genes. We next plan to check the
173 -HSD expression in these stem-like cell population.
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