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Development of less-intensive treatment for HPV-associated head and neck cancer.

Hoshikawa, Hirohi
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It is known that the incidence of head and neck squamous cell carcinoma (HNSCC)
associated with papillomavirus (HPV) infection has increased over the past decades. Evidence from
retrospective case series suggests improved prognosis in patients with HPV-positive HNSCC, thus the
development of less-intensive treatment is expected. Although overall survival in patients with
HPV-positive was better than that with HPV-negative tumors, no significant difference was observed. In
this study, we could not show the difference of sensitivity to radiation and anti-cancer drug according
to HPV status using collagen gel droplet embedded culture drug sensitivity test (CD-DST).
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