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Sjogren®s syndrome (SS) is an organ-specific autoimmune disease caused by the
progressive loss of exocrine glands and is associated with several autoimmune phenomena. Several reports
have suggested that reactivation of Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) may be a cause of SS. In this study, we
revealed that EBV noncoding RNA, EBER, induced various cytokine in human salivary gland epithelial cell
lines. In C57/B6 mice, nuclear extract (NE) from EBV infected B cell line induced expression of
autoantibody, anti-SSB/La. Moreover, in NZW/NZB F1 mice, recombinant EBER induced anti-SSB/La antibody

more efficiently than poly(1:C), TLR ligand.
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