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the mechanisms of the occurrence of child abuse in the mothers of children with
ADHD
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The present study aimed to explore the mechanisms involved in the occurrence of
child abuse in the mothers of children with ADHD. A total of 33 question items related to the sense of
attachment were created based on previous studies. We requested mothers to respond to these question
items in regard to the sense of attachment they currently have toward their children as well as their
ideal sense of attachment. The results of exploratory factor analysis of actual attachment suggested that
the interpretation of the 3-factor structure of “ emotions toward child” , “ understanding of child” ,
and “ attitudes toward child” was valid. A significant difference between the actual and ideal sense of
attachment was observed and there are many mothers who have the higher divergence between the actual and
ideal sense of attachment. We guessed that the higher negative feeling toward the children is, the higher
the divergence is and may be at a higher risk of happening child abuse.
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