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In the 1990s, genetically modified (GM) crops rapidly gained cropping area and
market share. As a result, The governments in the USA and Canada have concluded that GM crops can be
patentable in that they can be approved as inventions with novelty and usefulness.

In the meantime, the “ farmers’ privilege” provided in the UPOV (The International Union for the
Protection of New Varieties of Plants) conventions have traditionally granted farmers the right to save
and replant the seeds obtained from their own property. The patent protection for GM seeds prohibits
farmers from reusing them without permission from the developer even if the GM crops voluntarily grow on
the farmers®™ land.

This research argues that patent protection for GM seeds will lead to the underutilization of plant
genetic resources by preventing farmers from reusing them in the domain of an economic property right.
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