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Two aspects of the concept of LIFE have appeared in ethical debates on
reproductive technologies developed in recent years. One is the continuity or totality of life beyond
individual lives; in contrast, another emphasizes the uniqueness of the objects who have lives, which is
typically shown as a phrase such as "Kakegae no nai inochi" (a life that is not substitutable). This
study focuses on the latter and tried to shed light on the latent concepts of personal identity that are
contained by discourses of, for example, wrongful life lawsuits and animal protection movements. As a
result, we have found that people have mixed attitudes toward objects that do not exist yet, such as
future children. On the one hand people treat such objects as complete non-existence but on the other
hand they treat them as if they are already born and exist.
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