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Cutaneous thermal perception is an important factor for thermoregulation. However, there
are few studies reported concerning cutaneous thermal sensitivity regarding ethnic
differences. The purpose of this study was to examine the cutaneous thermal sensations
of tropical natives residing in temperate climates. Furthermore, experiments were carried
out in four seasons to examine the seasonal differences in thermal perception, which is
an important factor to be considered when designing cooling or heating systems to be used
by different ethnicities. The seasonal difference of thermal sensitivity was found only
for Japanese cool sensations. Japanese had more sensitivity to cold in summer than other
seasons, and tropical natives had no significant seasonal differences.
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