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Philological Research into the Abbreviated Commentarﬁ on the Dharanyah in the
Saddharmapundarika-sutra written by Zsiun in the Light of History of the Esoteric

Buddhiism
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The autograph manuscript of the Abbreviated Commentary on the Dharanyah in the
Saddharmapundarika-sutra is now In the possession of the Library of Tsukuba University. There is a copy
of this Commentary by an anonymous in the possession of Seirai-ji temple at Tsu. In this Commentary, Ziun
makes clear his inclination to interpret the sutra from the viewpoint of Vijnana-vadin. Ziun reveals his
assent to the reverence of Confucius for the principles transmitted from the ancients in the Casual
Conversation between Shintoist and Buddhist. Ziun, on the other hand, reveals his opinion in the
Teachings of the Major Abbot of the Hermitage with Two Dragons that the amala-vijnana corresponds to the
Takamanohara of Shintoism or the Void of Buddhism. Confucius respects the blinds highly in the Analects
(15-42). We could say that the blinds lacking in the eyesight live their life with the amala-vijnana.
Thus, we can find a dimension fused among Confucianism, Shintoism and Buddhism in this Commentary.
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