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Influence of ability to manage interpersonal relationships on sensitivity to a
Japanese sentence-final particle: An ERP study
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The present study examined a prediction that individual theory-of-mind (ToM)
ability affacts flexibility to uncommon usages of a Japanese sentence-final particle "ne". Results of two
event-related potential experiments consistently indicated that native Japanese speakers with lower ToM
ability recruited stronger N170 ERP components while listening to uncommon usages of "ne". N170 is known
to reflect social information processing, especially for patients with autism spectrum disorder. One
plausible interpretation of the findings is that native Japanese speakers with low ToM ability perceive
usages of "ne" in a restricted manner, which contribuutes to a stronger sense of strangeness to the
uncommon "ne" usages.
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