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This study aims at the development of content-based Japanese language courses for
the students at International Undergraduate Program in English (IUPE). Unlike past students, IUPE
students don’ t need Japanese language for their school works. What should they learn in Japanese
language courses as a compulsory subject? The author’ s opinion is that compulsory Japanese language
subject must be follow the university’ s character of educational as same as the other academic subjects.
In other words, IUPE students must study something other than language knowledge and skills. Based on
this belief, the author adopted a content-based approach and carried out an interview project as one of
the off-campus learning activities. The conversation between students and community residents were
analyzed in terms of how often ‘ negotiation of meaning’ occurred. And based on the results the author
made a proposal for the new role and significance of Japanese language courses at general education.
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