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Diffusion of Western Civilization and Drawing Force of Eastern Civilization ~
Transmission of Greek and Roman mythological iconography towards East
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In the transmission of iconography of Greek mythology towards the East, in cases
such as Tyche, Dionysus and others, Buddhism played an important role just like a strong “ magnetic
force” . As a result, one can say that Mediterranean Civilization is not to be found only in the
Mediterranean region but also in the Buddhist context in Central Asia.

But it was not just a unilateral flow of ideas from West to East. Understanding well the functions and
attributes of Greek Gods and Goddesses, the East exclusively and selectively absorbed elements of Western
Civilization to adapt them into Eastern Cosmology and therefore forming an even richer Eastern
Civilization.

It has been mentioned often that Greek or Western iconography had the power to diffuse into the East.
The author would add to this that the Eastern Civilization had the power and ability to draw aspects of
the Western Civilization into their own.
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