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Characteristics of local environmental movements over resource governance in Japan
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Typical studies on natural resources from a social science perspective tend to
choose one type of resource-forests or seas. This approach, however, may oversimplify the intricate
social relations behind the resource problem and mislead the premise that which resource should be
focused. And from a historical viewpoint, it is often the case that strong protests from the sufferers of
serious pollution or resource degradation played a critical role in imﬁlementing effective regulations.
Therefore, this study pays attention to failures of fragmented approach and an emerging trend of
environmental movements based on an awareness of the connections between local resources. Focusing on the
spread of fishermen®s plantations in the 1990s and the fishery industry in Yakushima, the island
designated a World Heritage site by its rare forest, revealed the characteristics of natural resource
governance and counter strategies of local people.
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