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Social psychology and folk psychology
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Social psychology often uses folk psychology as a resource for making hypotheses
and constructing the academic concepts. Folk psychology is a list of naive beliefs which describe the
relationship between Rsychological concepts and social behavior, and lay people often adopt it when
explaining own and others’ social behavior. This project examined the relationship between folk
psychology and social psychology and clarified some methodological problems when folk pchhologK is
misused, as well as its contribution for social psychology to be a platform to discuss the psychological
phenomena at physiological, intra-personal, interpersonal, and societal levels. Furthermore the project,
through empirical studies of social cognition, demonstrated the usefulness of folk psychology as a
resource for the research hypotheses concerning the roles of the concepts came from naive psychology
(i.e., cognition, motivations, emotions and intentions).
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