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Purification of mega-complexes involved in preprotein translocation across the
chloroplast envelope membranes

Nakai, Masato
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Elucidation of molecular mechanism of protein translocation across cell membranes
is fundamentally important for cell biology. Several different type of protein translocation machineries
called translocons have been so far identified and characterized. Among them, only bacterial-type SEC
translocons have been extensively studied from the structural aspects simply because of some difficulty

to obtain high amount of purified translocons of eukaryotic-type. In this study, we have successfully
purified TIC translocon at the inner envelope membrane of chloroplast as well as its associated import

motor complex.
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