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This study attempts to unravel what triggered the visualization of the dharma
protecting deity images in China, and the historical background behind the visualization. For this end,
the study set out to accumulate a basic collection of data that will function as the basis for further
analysis, through on-site surveys of artworks. In the process, the study obtained the following three
perSﬁectives for tracing the historical development of the dharma protecting deity images from the
Southern and Northern Dynasties through Sui and Tang Dynasties: 1. the orientation of the unidentifiable
dharma protecting deities that disappeared after Tan?, 2. the relationship between the dharma protecting
deities and the venerable Buddhist priests who traveled between India/Central Asia and China to transmit
the dharma, and 3. the relationship between non-Buddhist deities and the Buddhist dharma protecting
deities revealed by referencing the context of the cult of venerable priests and luohans.



2010
22 23
1997 22820069
1998 1999 1007

1991 2007 379 1997

1998

163 1998

1999



15 1999

1991
27 1991
2010
55 3 2010
2007
45 2007

24

12

Archaeological Survey of Indea

26

8§ 11 19



i

293-326 2015

BT TBRT 7 HRE] & 18
360-380 2014

27-45 2013

107-118 2013

2014

14

2013



o

&)

®

OSHIMA SACHIYO

60585694



