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i i __ This research is_to explore the role of musical improvisation by investigating
various music communities that focus on improvisation and thereby generate new forms of community

participation. The characteristics of musical improvisation include creativity that engender something
unforeseen, as well as conversational aspects that foster non-verbal communication between players. These

characteristics_are valuable to create and sustain a community that includes various values and different
levels of techniques.
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Rii Numata,“* Who considers this to be
music? : The Role of Musial Improvisation
in Community Activites” Paper presented
at the Symposium“ What helps the
cognitively disabled to enjoy music
activities: towards improved quality of
life-long development” , 3rd Asia Pacific
Regional Conference of International
Association for the Scientific Study of
Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities, 2013.8.22, Waseda
University, Japan.
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