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Negators in Cantonese and Taiwanese : A contrastive study of the grammaticalization
of the negative existential verbs
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This study explored various aspects of the grammaticalization of the negative
existential verb wu2 into negators in Cantonese and Taiwanese, which both represent major Southern
Chinese dialects.

First, it suggested that the difference between Cantonese and Taiwanese in the range of use for the
negator wu2 and its corresponding affirmative form you3 could be explained in terms of temporal
localization. In addition, by analyzing the function of the aspect marker -dou3 in Cantonese, which only
appears in‘ wu2 V' /* you3 V' sentences, this study showed that the * wu2 V' /' you3 V' construction in
Cantonese only expresses the non-existence / existence of an action or a change of state that the V
denotes and therefore it cannot refer to a shift toward the realization of an action or a change of
state. Furthermore, the discourse-pragmatic features of the affirmative ' you3 V' construction in each
dialect were also discussed in this study.
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