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Examining Phase Theory: Internal Merge and Syntactic Behavior of Complementizers
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This research project mainly focused on [1] how the human language faculty, especi
ally syntactic knowledge, is organized, and [2] how syntactic representations constructed in narrow syntax
are sent to the interfaces by the Transfer operation. With respect to [1], 1 examined mechanisms of the M
erge operation from a crosslinguistic point of view, which is one of the structure-building operations, by
collecting and analyzin? the data from Cape Verdean Creole. Regarding [2], 1 suggested that the Transfer
operation is in fact applied "weakly". In other words, Transfer renders syntactic representations invisibl

e to further operations in narrow syntax and does not omit them completely from narrow syntax. I also show
ed that this claim is supported in terms of labeling.

Cape Verdean Creole
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(DObata, Miki, Marlyse Baptista and Sam
Epstein. (2013) Parameters as Third
Factor Timing Optionality. eLanguage
(online journal). Linguistic Society of
America.
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DObata, Miki (2014) On the Nature of
Root and Adjunct Clauses. Poster
presented at Linguistic Society of America.

@O0bata, Miki (2014) Is Transfer Strong
Enough to Affect Labels? Paper presented
at Annual Conference of the German
Linguistic Society.

(®O0bata, Miki, Marlyse Baptista and Sam
Epstein. (2013) Parameters as Third
Factor Timing  Optionality.  Poster
presented at Linguistic Society of America.
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Studies.
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