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The purpose of the present study is to examine whether native speakers and
non-native speakers access pre-constructed patterns and those of each single word in a parallel way when
the meanings of collocations are retrieved. The current study discusses collocational processing not only
holistically or analytically but also "holistically and analytically.” In the experiments conducted on
native speakers of English/Japanese and learners of English/Japanese, the following conclusions were
obtained: (1)native speakers generally process collocations in parallel but some kinds of collocations
are solely Brocessed; (2)1earners solely process collocations and utilize less prefabricated patterns. It
appears to be challenging for learners to run several processes simultaneously. This study suggests that
experiences such as implicit knowledge and explicit learning influence memory formation of prefabricated
patterns and expression characteristics impact what processing methods are adopted.
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